8o                           MANNING

Italian freedom and unity, he hotly denounced
Garibaldi. Now he offended the comfortable of
his own communion and the world outside it
by becoming the champion of the poor. Many
reasons have been suggested for Manning's refusal,
of the Papacy. Lytton Strachey, always eager
for a gibe, remarks that " the cautious hand re-
frained." But it is at least permissible to believe
that he was already convinced that the business
of the years that were left to him was to care for
" the outcast, disinherited darkness, stained,
poisoned, distorted, disfigured " of his own land.

However this may have been, immediately on
his return from the Conclave, Manning subscribed
to the funds of the agricultural labourers' trade
union, founded by Joseph Arch, whom the
Anglican Bishop of Gloucester wanted ducked in
a horse-pond.

In 1886, Henry George, the American social
reformer, stood for election as Mayor of New
York. In 1879 George had published his famous
book Progress and Poverty, in which he had advo-
cated the " single tax/' a tax on land which was
to have meant, in effect, land nationalisation with
confiscation. George found considerable support
among the Irish-American Catholic laity, and
from some prominent priests, and the result was
a bitter controversy in the Roman Catholic